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Instructions for Copyediting Test
Please read the following test carefully.  Correct any errors and query anything you think is wrong.  Do not rewrite to improve prose and do not worry if you don’t know the correct copyediting marks.  You will be evaluated solely on the errors you find.  But make sure your corrections and queries are clear.  Good luck!
Test #1

Betsy Anderson stood in the miniscule verandah of her accomodations for navel dependants starring towards the placid Carribean. She was an attractive woman. Petit and blond, her large hazel eyes and long blond hair was her greatest asset, one she loved to flout when she laid sunning on the beach.


She thought about her husband John who was stationed somewhere in the Pacfic. They had been seperated since June, 1941, but it was now Nov 31, 1942 and the imperial Javanese navy had just struck at Pearl Harbour, using it’s twin engined reconnaissance air-craft and jet fighters to inflict horific losses on the happless U.S. Army and navy troops stationed their.  This was the time, when she needed to hear from Jack the most. What could have happened to him? Could he have been wounded—or killed? Betty’s langurous green eyes filled with tears.  Perhaps Hawaii was all ready under seige?


She stepped in to the dimly-lit, cozy sitting room; Siezing an embossed piece of stationary from the mahoggany desk, she sat down and begun to start to write a long difficult letter to John. Then she grabbed the sheet of paper, scrunched it in her hands and threw it across the room.  She sat down and switched on her indispensible coloured tv for new from the front
Test 2

The life of Marie Curie who died in 1934 has been written by her younger daughter and sensitively translated in English by Mr. Vincent Shean.  Its not I think as complete a biography as it might be.  For example it doesn’t have that overall density of information which made Mr Vallerys well-known autobiography Pasteur a classic.  A critic said last year I regret that Irene Joliet-Curie a recent winner of a Noble prize does not collaborate more often with her sister.  The books only illustration an old fashioned photograph of Marie taken in 1929 when she was 62 shows the face of a truly-beautiful woman.


The story of Marie Curie born Marya Sklodowska is not that merely of a poor Polish governess who struggled against adversity and became a triumphant success.  Eve comments I remember Einstein saying before mother’s death Marie is of all celebrated beings the only one who fame has not currupted.  You Mother doesn’t know how to be famous.


When she was in Paris Marie only lived on forty franks a month.  As a friend of Marie said of her at the time solitude little food an unheated room none of these things matter to her as long as a part of her day is spent in the laboratory beside her husband Pierre.


Then one day April 19, 1906 tradegy shook Marie s life, her husband was killed accidently.  Devoting herself almost frantically to- her work her whole life changed.  Marie became in her younger daughters words a pitiful completly lonely old woman.  She once refused a pension, usually a government makes its generous offers too late.  She proceded not only with her two daughters education but took over Pierre’’s teaching post and in a dry monotonous voice without mentioning her predecesser resumed his lectures at the very point where he stopped.  Hers was a magnificent kind of courage.

