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Pandemics and Epidemics: Bibliography of Fiction Books

The call numbers provided are those of the Timberland Regional Library system.

Bloodstream 

by Tess Gerritsen

Adult Fiction GERRITSE 1998

Lapped by the gentle waters of Locust Lake, the small resort town of Tranquility, Maine, seems like the perfect spot for Dr. Claire Elliot to shelter her adolescent son, Noah, from the distractions of the big city, and the lingering memory of his father's death. But all her plans unravel with the news of a shocking incident involving a teenage boy under her care and a subsequent rash of violence. Claire desperately searches for a medical cause behind a murderous epidemic. But while Claire races to save the town, she discovers an even greater threat: a shocking conspiracy to manipulate nature, and turn innocents to slaughter. 

Divining women

Kaye Gibbons. 

Adult Fiction GIBBONS 2004 

"Autumn 1918: Rumors of peace are spreading across America, but spreading even faster are the first cases of Spanish influenza, whispering of the epidemic to come. Maureen Ross, well past a safe childbearing age, is experiencing a difficult pregnancy…"--BOOK JACKET. 

Edenborn

Nick Sagan

Science Fiction SF SAGAN 2004

"Edenborn begins with a stark vision - a microbial apocalypse called Black Ep has wiped humanity from the globe. Yet all is not lost. Six individuals have survived the epidemic and are now committed to the task of rebuilding a peaceful civilization. But not everyone shares the same vision, and soon two very different societies begin to form." --BOOK JACKET. 

An imperfect lens : a novel

Anne Roiphe

Adult Fiction ROIPHE ANNE 2006

"Acclaimed author Anne Roiphe evokes the sights and sounds of 1880s Alexandria, Egypt, a bustling center of trade and travel. From teeming docks to overflowing market stalls, from grand homes to grimy narrow alleyways, cholera microbes rise and bob in streams of water and tiny droplets, clinging to moisture as man clings to air." "With a keen mind and dedication to his work, young Louis Thuillier has impressed his mentor - famed scientist Louis Pasteur - enough to be sent to Alexandria as one-third of the French mission searching for the source of the cholera that is terrorizing the city..."--BOOK JACKET. 

The last town on earth : a novel

Thomas Mullen

Adult Fiction MULLEN THOMAS 2006

"Set against the backdrop of one of the most virulent epidemics that America ever experienced - the 1918 flu - Thomas Mullen's first novel is a tale of morality in a time of upheaval." "Deep in the mist-shrouded forests of the Pacific Northwest is a small mill town called Commonwealth, conceived as a haven for workers weary of exploitation. For Philip Worthy, the adopted son of the town's founder, it is a haven in another sense - as the first place in his life he's had a loving family to call his own." "And yet, the ideals that define this outpost are being threatened from all sides. A world war is raging, and with the fear of spies rampant, the loyalty of all Americans is coming under scrutiny. Meanwhile, another shadow has fallen across the region in the form of a deadly illness striking down vast swaths of surrounding communities." "When Commonwealth votes to quarantine itself against contagion, guards are posted at the single road leading in and out of town, and Philip Worthy is among them…"--BOOK JACKET. 

The stand

Stephen King

Adult Fiction KING STEPHEN 1978

Arguably the greatest horror novel ever written by the greatest horror novelist, this is a true modern classic. It is an apocalyptic vision of the world, when a deadly virus runs amok around the globe. But that lethal virus is almost benign compared to the satanic force gathering minions from those still alive to destroy humanity and create a world populated by evil. Stephen King is a brilliant storyteller who has the uncanny gift of putting ordinary people in extraordinary circumstances, giving readers an experience that chills and thrills on every page.  

This time of dying

New Fiction JAMES REINA 2006

Reina James

From Publisher Weekly Review: British writer James assays the impact of the 1918 Spanish influenza pandemic on a disparate lot of Londoners in her ambitious debut novel. Told through the overlapping perspectives of an omniscient narrator and the protagonist, a London undertaker, the novel probes the street-level, personal toll of a contagion responsible for perhaps 100 million deaths worldwide. In October 1918, as WWI ebbs, Dr. Thomas Wey falls dead in a London street while trying to post a letter to local health officials warning of the coming epidemic… The novel's abrupt conclusion can be seen as either a flaw or a powerful reminder that death is ever untimely. 

Wickett's remedy : a nove

Myla Goldberg

Adult Fiction GOLDBERG 2005 

In a multidimensional, intricately wrought narrative, Myla Goldberg leads us back to Boston in the early part of the twentieth century and into two completely captivating worlds. One is that of Lydia, an Irish American shopgirl with bigger aspirations than your average young woman from South Boston. She seems to be well on her way to the life she has dreamed of when she marries Henry Wickett, a shy medical student and the scion of a Boston Brahmin family. However, soon after their wedding, Henry abruptly quits medical school to create a mail-order patent medicine called Wickett's Remedy, and just as Lydia begins to adjust to her husband's new vocation, the infamous Spanish influenza epidemic of 1918 begins its deadly sweep across the world…

World War Z : an oral history of the zombie war

Max Brooks

New Fiction BROOKS MAX 2006

"The Zombie War came unthinkably close to eradicating humanity. Max Brooks, driven by the urgency of preserving the acid-etched firsthand experiences of the survivors from those apocalyptic years, traveled across the United States of America and throughout the world, from decimated cities that once teemed with upwards of thirty million souls to the most remote and inhospitable areas of the planet. He recorded the testimony of men, women, and sometimes children who came face-to-face with the living, or at least the undead, hell of that dreadful time. World War Z is the result." "Ranging from the now infamous village of New Dachang in the United Federation of China, where the epidemiological trail began with the twelve-year-old Patient Zero, to the unnamed northern forests where untold numbers sought a terrible and temporary refuge in the cold, to the United States of Southern Africa, where the Redeker Plan provided hope for humanity at an unspeakable price, to the west-of-the-Rockies redoubt where the North American tide finally started to turn, this chronicle reflects the full scope and duration of the Zombie War."--BOOK JACKET. 

Year of wonders : a novel of the plague

Geraldine Brooks

Adult Fiction BROOKS 2001

Eighteen-year-old Anna Frith tells the story of her remote English village, Eyam, which was infected by the plague in 1666 and where, persuaded by their vicar, the townspeople decided to quarantine themselves. Inspired by the true story of Eyam, a "plague village" in the rugged hill country of England.
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