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The Ghost Map: The Story of London’s Deadliest Epidemic – and How It Changed the Way We Think About Disease, Cities, Science, and the Modern World (2006)

Steve Johnson

614.514 JOHNSON 2006

It's the summer of 1854, and London is just emerging as one of the first modern cities in the world. But lacking the infrastructure-garbage removal, clean water, sewers-necessary to support its rapidly expanding population, the city has become the perfect breeding ground for a terrifying disease no one knows how to cure. As the cholera outbreak takes hold, a physician and a local curate are spurred to action-and ultimately solve the most pressing medical riddle of their time. 
In a triumph of multidisciplinary thinking, Johnson illuminates the intertwined histories of the spread of disease, the rise of cities, and the nature of scientific inquiry, offering both a riveting history and a powerful explanation of how it has shaped the world we live in.

The Monster at Our Door: The Global Threat of the Avian Flu (2005)

Mike Davis

636.5089 DAVIS 2005

A sobering forecast of a potentially lethal virus known as H5N1, currently affecting the poultry and wild bird populations of East Asia, evaluates the World Health Organization's concerns that the virus is on the brink of mutating into a pandemic illness and cites the ecological and political factors that are contributing to the threat. 

Bird Flu: Everything You Need to Know About the Next Pandemic (2006)

Marc Siegel

614.518 SIEGEL 2006

The most important thing to know about the avian flu pandemic is that it probably isn’t coming, argues this book. Siegel, an associate professor at the NYU School of Medicine, cites evidence that the death rate from avian flu could be much lower than the reported estimate of 50% and it will probably not mutate to be readily transmissible between humans. And unlike the 1918 Spanish flu pandemic, Siegel contends, a new bird flu pandemic would face effective public health measures and medical treatments. 

Microbe: Are We Ready for the Next Plague? (2005)

Alan P. Zelicoff and Bellomo, 

614.4273 ZELICOFF 2005

Zelicoff (Sandia National Laboratories) and Bellomo (an independent scholar) offer a highly accessible book about the major emerging infectious diseases of our time -- such as West Nile virus infections, severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS), and "mad cow" disease -- as well as older diseases that continue to be public health problems (such as smallpox and anthrax). 

Plague: The Mysterious Past and Terrifying Future of the World’s Most Dangerous Disease (2004)

Wendy Orent

614.5732 ORENT 2004

The author presents a fascinating historical examination of a terrifying disease. Orent's retelling of the four great plague pandemics makes for gripping reading and solves many puzzles. Why did some pandemics jump from person to person, while others relied on insects as carriers? Why are some strains more virulent than others? Orent reveals the key differences among rat-based, prairie dog-based, and marmot-based plague. 

Beating back the devil : on the front lines with the disease detectives of the Epidemic Intelligence Service (2004)
Maryn McKenna 

614.4 MCKENNA 2004
A portrait of the detective corps of the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention shares behind-the-scenes information about their work in countering such threats as SARS, the anthrax attacks, and the West Nile virus. 

False Alarm: The Truth About the Epidemic Fear (2005)

Marc Siegel

302.17 SIEGEL 2005

The author deconstructs the current culture of fear, concluding that most Americans are in fact safe from potential terrorism but are nevertheless subject to the advertising hype and propaganda surrounding the subject. 

When Germs Travel: A Doctor’s Story of “Imported” Disease (2004)

Howard Markel

614.4973 MARKEL 2004

A physician and medical historian provides a definitive analysis of six major epidemics that have devastated America since 1900 -- including such threats as tuberculosis, typhus, and AIDS -- looking at the nation's response to the pathogens; explaining why globalization, social upheaval, and international trade leave us vulnerable; and calling for a globally funded public health program. 
Moving Mountains: The Race to Treat Global AIDS (2004)

Anne-Christine D’Adesky

616.9792 DADESKY 2004

Twenty-five million dead; 42 million infected; 35 million cases in underdeveloped countries; $10,000 per year cost for antiretroviral drugs; life expectancy falling 36 years -- the grim details pile up quickly in d'Adesky's account of the global AIDS crisis.

Federal bodysnatchers and the new guinea virus : people, parasites, politics (2002)
Robert S. Desowitz

616.9 DESOWITZ 2002

Although the title refers to a controversy regarding the patenting of a virus based on genetic information obtained from the Hagahai people of New Guinea, that is the topic of only one of these ten essays by epidemiologist Desowitz. Writing for the lay reader, he also discusses other topics related to the intersection of viruses, epidemiology, and politics, including the international cooperation needed to combat the West Nile Virus in Bucharest, the controversy over the continuing use of DDT in underdeveloped countries, and the funding of malaria vaccine research. 

Pandemic: The Terrifying Threat of the New Killer Plagues (2001)

Pete Moore

614.49 MOORE 2001

This book examines the diseases that now threaten the globe, from SARS to Avian flu and other developing killer bugs, as well as the evolution of historical killer viruses such as the Black Plague, yellow fever, smallpox and anthrax. It also shows how a number of viruses long thought to be dormant are making a deadly resurgence

Six modern plagues and how we are causing them (2003)
Mark Jerome Walters

614.4 WALTERS 2003 

Discusses six new epidemics, exploring the connection between human changes to the natural environment and the appearance of West Nile virus, mad cow disease, HIV/AIDS, hantavirus, Lyme disease, a new strain of salmonella, and SARS. 

The great influenza : the epic story of the deadliest plague in history (2004)
John M. Barry

614.518 BARRY 2004

An in-depth account of the deadly influenza epidemic of 1918, a plague that took the lives of millions of people around the world, examines the causes of the pandemic, its devastating impact on early twentieth-century society, the researchers who risked their lives to confront the disease, and the lasting implications of the crisis and the scientific discoveries that resulted. 

The great mortality : an intimate history of the Black Death, the most devastating plague of all time (2005)
John Kelly

614.5732 KELLY
Drawing on extensive quotes from 14th-century records, Kelly, a noted medical and science writer, offers a compelling and eminently readable portrait of daily life during the Black Death. Concentrating on European society during the years 1347-49, he reveals how the poor and the wealthy alike were devastated by the plague, which also drastically affected Europe's social and economic infrastructure. In his final chapter, Kelly adds an interesting footnote regarding the pros and cons of recent theories that question whether the Black Death was actually caused by the plague bacillus. 

When germs travel : six major epidemics that have invaded America since 1900 and the fears they have unleashed (2004)
Howard Markel

614.4973 MARKEL    

A physician and medical historian provides a definitive analysis of six major epidemics that have devastated America since 1900 -- including such threats as tuberculosis, typhus, and AIDS -- looking at the nation's response to the pathogens; explaining why globalization, social upheaval, and international trade leave us vulnerable; and calling for a globally funded public health program. 

Rats, lice, & history : being a study in biography, which, after twelve preliminary chapters indispensable for the preparation of the lay reader, deals with the life history of typhus fever.

Hans Zinsser, 1878-1940

616.92 ZINSSER 1963

The biography of a bacillus. A classic on the subject.
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